The national government of the Philippines has imposed an enhanced community quarantine, locally referred to as 'lockdown', in Metropolitan Manila until 30 April 2020. This requires home isolation as well as social distancing. People are allowed to go out only for basic necessities and must observe curfew hours from 8pm to 5am. Most people are now working remotely, and classes are temporarily suspended. Others are exploring online learning modalities. For 27 days now, we have been practising home isolation and disinfecting is a normal domestic routine which I do. I have been getting used to the smell of bleach as I frequently wipe my doorknobs and other surfaces. From time to time, I have to go out to dispose of my trash and do a quick grocery run to convenience stores just below our building. With my face mask on, which is a prerequisite now, I go out of my condominium unit and walk across the hallway. I smell varying disinfectant spray with fruity scents coming from other units. Even our elevator emanates the smell of freshly sprayed alcohol, giving me the assurance that I can be safe from the virus and that we are being taken care of by the property management of our building. For me, this provides not only a sense of safety but also a sense of control during this uncertain time.

Nonetheless, the preoccupation with hygienic measures can become dangerous. In some instances, local news circulates online of health workers being discriminated against in their own neighbourhoods, ranging from neighbours wanting them out of the area to physically harming them. Some patients who have recovered from the disease also find it hard to go back to their homes, as people in their apartment or condominium buildings are trying to evict them. On a larger scale, the president, notorious for his war on drugs, employs an equally forceful way of 'disinfecting' the country. Military and police troops are deployed on the streets and are ordered to arrest and even 'shoot to kill' those who disobey home isolation and social distancing measures.

The COVID‐19 pandemic has amplified and revealed prevailing socioeconomic inequalities and the government's incompetency. The strict implementation of the lockdown has left most people without their safety nets. So far, Filipinos have been subsisting on daily earnings, but those who are homeless are left with no resources. Meanwhile, digital communication is facilitating not only social connectivity but also the formation of virtual linkages of solidarity and the development of humanitarian initiatives across the archipelago. But, at the same time, anti‐poor sentiments proliferate on social media platforms. Day after day, more ethical and political considerations about our human affairs surface as we try to navigate our daily lives amid the pandemic.
